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thirty (30) days of the Chairman’s ob-
jection and complying with the proce-
dures described in paragraph (d)(1) of 
this section. 

(e) Effective date of variance. The gam-
ing operation shall comply with stand-
ards that achieve a level of control suf-
ficient to accomplish the purpose of 
the standard it is to replace until such 
time as the Commission objects to the 
Tribal gaming regulatory authority’s 
approval of a variance as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section. Concur-
rence in a variance by the Chairman or 
Commission is discretionary and 
variances will not be granted rou-
tinely. The gaming operation shall 
comply with standards at least as 
stringent as those set forth in this part 
until such time as the Chairman or 
Commission concurs with the Tribal 
gaming regulatory authority’s ap-
proval of a variance. 

[70 FR 23022, May 4, 2005] 

§ 542.20 What is a Tier A gaming oper-
ation? 

A Tier A gaming operation is one 
with annual gross gaming revenues of 
more than $1 million but not more 
than $5 million. 

§ 542.21 What are the minimum inter-
nal control standards for drop and 
count for Tier A gaming operations? 

(a) Computer applications. For any 
computer applications utilized, alter-
nate documentation and/or procedures 
that provide at least the level of con-
trol described by the standards in this 
section, as approved by the Tribal gam-
ing regulatory authority, will be ac-
ceptable. 

(b) Table game drop standards. (1) The 
setting out of empty table game drop 
boxes and the drop shall be a contin-
uous process. 

(2) At the end of each shift: 
(i) All locked table game drop boxes 

shall be removed from the tables by a 
person independent of the pit shift 
being dropped; 

(ii) A separate drop box shall be 
placed on each table opened at any 
time during each shift or a gaming op-
eration may utilize a single drop box 
with separate openings and compart-
ments for each shift; and 

(iii) Upon removal from the tables, 
table game drop boxes shall be trans-
ported directly to the count room or 
other equivalently secure area with 
comparable controls and locked in a se-
cure manner until the count takes 
place. 

(3) If drop boxes are not placed on all 
tables, then the pit department shall 
document which tables were open dur-
ing the shift. 

(4) The transporting of table game 
drop boxes shall be performed by a 
minimum of two persons, at least one 
of whom is independent of the pit shift 
being dropped. 

(5) All table game drop boxes shall be 
posted with a number corresponding to 
a permanent number on the gaming 
table and marked to indicate game, 
table number, and shift. 

(c) Soft count room personnel. (1) The 
table game soft count and the gaming 
machine bill acceptor count shall be 
performed by a minimum of two em-
ployees. 

(2) Count room personnel shall not be 
allowed to exit or enter the count room 
during the count except for emer-
gencies or scheduled breaks. At no 
time during the count, shall there be 
fewer than two employees in the count 
room until the drop proceeds have been 
accepted into cage/vault account-
ability. 

(3) Count team members shall be ro-
tated on a routine basis such that the 
count team is not consistently the 
same two persons more than four (4) 
days per week. This standard shall not 
apply to gaming operations that utilize 
a count team of more than two per-
sons. 

(4) The count team shall be inde-
pendent of transactions being reviewed 
and counted. The count team shall be 
independent of the cage/vault depart-
ments, however, a dealer or a cage 
cashier may be used if this person is 
not allowed to perform the recording 
function. An accounting representative 
may be used if there is an independent 
audit of all soft count documentation. 

(d) Table game soft count standards. (1) 
The table game soft count shall be per-
formed in a soft count room or other 
equivalently secure area with com-
parable controls. 
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